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Executive Summary
Agricultural development is essential for the developing world to foster sustainable economies, enhance
food security to combat global hunger and increase
resiliency to climate change. Addressing these challenges will require diverse strategies that emphasize
sustainable, productive approaches that are directed by
countries in the developing world.
But in the past decade, the United States has aggressively pursued foreign policies in food and agriculture
that benefit the largest seed companies. The U.S.
State Department has launched a concerted strategy
to promote agricultural biotechnology, often over the
opposition of the public and governments, to the near
exclusion of other more sustainable, more appropriate
agricultural policy alternatives.
In 2009, the prestigious International Assessment of
Agricultural Knowledge, Science and Technology for
Development concluded that the high costs for seeds
and chemicals, uncertain yields and the potential to
undermine local food security make biotechnology a
poor choice for the developing world.1
The U.S. State Department has lobbied foreign governments to adopt pro-agricultural biotechnology policies
and laws, operated a rigorous public relations campaign
to improve the image of biotechnology and challenged
commonsense biotechnology safeguards and rules —
even including opposing laws requiring the labeling of
genetically engineered (GE) foods.
Food & Water Watch closely examined five years of
State Department diplomatic cables from 2005 to 2009
to provide the first comprehensive analysis of the
strategy, tactics and U.S. foreign policy objectives to
foist pro-agricultural biotechnology policies worldwide.
Food & Water Watch’s illuminating findings include:
ٔ The U.S. State Department’s multifaceted
efforts to promote the biotechnology industry
overseas: The State Department targeted foreign
reporters, hosted and coordinated pro-biotech
conferences and public events and brought foreign
opinion-makers to the United States on highprofile junkets to improve the image of agricultural
biotechnology overseas and overcome widespread
public opposition to GE crops and foods.
ٔ The State Department’s coordinated campaign
to promote biotech business interests: The
State Department promoted not only pro-biotechnology policies but also the products of biotech
companies. The strategy cables explicitly “protect
the interests” of biotech exporters, “facilitate trade
2

in agribiotech products” and encourage the cultivation of GE crops in more countries, especially in the
developing world.2
ٔ The State Department’s determined advocacy
to press the developing world to adopt biotech
crops: The diplomatic cables document a coordinated effort to lobby countries in the developing
world to pass legislation and implement regulations favored by the biotech seed industry. This
study examines the State Department lobbying
campaigns in Kenya, Ghana and Nigeria to pass
pro-biotech laws.
ٔ The State Department’s efforts to force other
nations to accept biotech crop and food
imports: The State Department works with the
U.S. Trade Representative to promote the export of
biotech crops and to force nations that do not want
these imports to accept U.S. biotech foods and
crops.
The State Department’s efforts impose the policy
objectives of the largest biotech seed companies on
often skeptical or resistant governments and public,
and exemplifies thinly veiled corporate diplomacy. Food
& Water Watch provides a detailed insight into the
motivations, tactics and goals of the State Department
and its closely coordinated advocacy efforts with the
biotech industry that undermine other nations’ right to
determine their own food and agricultural policies and
objectives.
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Introduction
In the last decade, the United States has pursued foreign
policy objectives on food and agriculture that benefit a few
big seed companies. This commonly takes the form of the
U.S. State Department exercising its diplomatic prestige
and bully pulpit to pressure foreign governments to adopt
policies favored by the agricultural biotechnology companies.
Food & Water Watch’s comprehensive analysis of State
Department diplomatic cables reveals a concerted
strategy to promote agricultural biotechnology overseas,
compel countries to import biotech crops and foods that
they do not want, and lobby foreign governments — especially in the developing world — to adopt policies to pave
the way to cultivate biotech crops.
The State Department views its heavy-handed promotion
of biotech agriculture as “science diplomacy,”3 but it is
closer to corporate diplomacy on behalf of the biotechnology industry. Food & Water Watch’s close examination
of the cables demonstrates a concerted public relations
strategy by the State Department to improve the image
of biotech crops overseas, coordinate with biotech seed
companies and press foreign governments to adopt probiotech policies.
In the United States, agricultural biotechnology dominates corn, soybean and cotton production,4 but most
countries have not adopted genetically engineered crops.
Biotech or GE crops, also known as genetically modified
organisms (GMOs), are created by transferring genetic
material from one organism into another to create specific
traits, such as resistance to treatment with herbicides
or to make a plant produce its own pesticide to repel

Figure 1.
Number of Biotech Diplomacy Cables
244

254

186
136
106

2005

2006

2007

2008

2009

SOURCE: FOOD & WATER WATCH ANALYSIS OF WIKILEAKS CABLEGATE
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insects.5 Biotech companies sell the seeds and often the
agrichemicals that are used with herbicide-resistant
crops. By 2009, nearly all (93 percent) of U.S. soybeans
and four-fifths (80 percent) of U.S. corn cultivated were
grown from GE seeds covered by Monsanto patents.6
Although the U.S. commodity crop market is nearly
saturated with biotech seeds, most of the world remains
biotech-free. Even 17 years after biotech crops were first
introduced in the United States in 1996, only five countries cultivated 89.4 percent of biotech crops in 2012 (the
United States, Brazil, Argentina, Canada and India).7 The
seed companies need the power of the U.S. State Department to force more countries, more farmers and more
consumers to accept, cultivate and eat their products.
The State Department has been more than willing to
accommodate the biotech seed companies. Food & Water
Watch found 926 U.S. State Department cables from 113
countries between 2005 and 2009 that discussed agricultural biotechnology and genetically engineered crops. (See
Figure 1.) The cables were culled from the quarter-million
cables released by the Wikileaks open-records organization in 2010. Although Wikileaks gained notoriety for
releasing cables about national security, this analysis does
not include any cables classified as “secret” or higher.
The dispatches provide a glimpse into the motivation,
method and goals of biotech diplomacy. The Wikileaks
cables were only a sample of all U.S. diplomatic communications traffic, representing about 10 percent of all State
Department cables between 2006 and 2009 (a subset of
the period that Food & Water Watch examined that had
the most released cables).8 The number of biotech cables
appears to have increased steadily and grew faster than
the overall number of Wikileaks cables. (See methodology,
page 16.)

State Department Strategy,
Message, Tactics and Goals
Between 2007 and 2009, the State Department sent
annual cables to “encourage the use of agricultural
biotechnology,” directing every diplomatic post worldwide to “pursue an active biotech agenda” that promotes
agricultural biotechnology, encourages the export of
biotech crops and foods and advocates for pro-biotech
policies and laws.9 One strategy memo even included
an “advocacy toolkit” for diplomatic posts.10 Embassies
could leverage their pro-biotech efforts by coordinating
with the U.S. Agency for International Development
(USAID, an independent agency under the State Department’s authority11), the U.S. Department of Agriculture
(USDA) and other federal agencies.12 The cables are
nearly identical from the Bush to the Obama adminis-
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trations: promoting biotech agriculture is a non-partisan,
pro-corporate foreign policy with long-term State
Department support.

Some embassies downplayed their advocacy efforts.
In South Africa, the embassy could not publicly lobby
for pro-biotech legislation because “any hint of U.S.
involvement fuels the outcry against the initiative.”22
In Uruguay, the embassy has been “extremely cautious
to keep [its] fingerprints off conferences” promoting
biotechnology.23 In Peru and Romania, the U.S. government helped create new pro-biotech nongovernmental
organizations to advocate for biotech crops and policies.24

State Department Biotech
&KDUP2HQVLYH
The State Department’s uncritical endorsement of biotech
agriculture is more effective than the industry’s own
extensive public relations efforts. The diplomatic communications campaign aimed to “promote understanding and
acceptance of the technology” and “develop support for
U.S. government trade and development policy positions
on biotech” in light of the negative perception of GE crops
worldwide.13 In 2008, Secretary of State Condoleezza Rice
admitted, “I know that GMOs are not popular around the
world.”14

Although the goal of biotech diplomacy is ostensibly to
improve the opinion of genetically engineered crops, the
State Department preached primarily to the converted.
Most embassy contacts were with local officials, but
the second most frequent audience for diplomatic
outreach was pro-biotech industry representatives and
scientists. Food & Water Watch found that embassy
outreach efforts targeted biotech industry and scientists
about three times more frequently than farmers and
legislators and four times more often than nongovernmental organizations or the public. (See Figure 2.)

The majority of European consumers opposed
GE crops, according to a 2010 survey.15 There was
widespread “consumer resistance” in Germany and
“absolutely no demand from consumers or producers”
for biotech crops in Austria.16 Despite the embassy’s
efforts to “eventually wear down Hungary’s resistance,”
the public has shown “no sign of changing their minds
about the ban on biotech corn.”17 The State Department
recognized the global weight of the EU opinion and
tried to “limit the influence of EU negative views on
biotechnology.”18

The State Department promotes a pro-biotech message
that reads right out of the biotech industry playbook.
The biotech industry promises that GE crops will
increase farm productivity, combat global hunger and
strengthen economic development opportunities, all
with a lighter environmental footprint. In reality, the
shift to biotech crops in the United States has delivered increased agrichemical use and more expensive
seeds. Although many scientists, development experts,
consumers, environmentalists, citizens and governments
dispute the benefits of this controversial technology, the
State Department merely spouts industry talking points.
(See Table 1.)

There was similar opposition in the developing world.
Most countries in Africa remained fiercely opposed
to cultivating biotech crops.19 In 2012, Via Campesina,
representing 200 million small farmers worldwide,
called for a ban on cultivating biotech crops.20 In 2012,
more than 400 African organizations demanded that
the African Union adopt a ban on cultivation and
importation of biotech crops. 21

Figure 2. Target Audience for Biotech Diplomacy Outreach
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Table 1. Debunking the State Department and Biotech Industry Myths
MYTH: GE reduces agrochemical applications
State Department
Biotech Industry

Debunking
State DepartmentIndustry
Propaganda

Diplomatic strategy memo: “Adoption of biotech crops has signiﬁcantly reduced insecticide use.”25
Biotechnology Industry Organization (BIO): “Biotechnology-derived crops have contributed to a substantial
reduction in pesticide volumes used in production agriculture and have provided economic and social beneﬁts
to growers in both developed and developing countries by reducing time and production costs, and increasing
yields.”26
Biotech crops do not reduce agrochemical use: Most GE crops are designed to be tolerant of specially
tailored herbicides (mostly glyphosate, known as Roundup). 27 Farmers can spray the herbicide on their ﬁelds,
killing the weeds without harming GE crops. A 2012 study found that even after accounting for reduced insecticide
use on insect-resistant crops, total agrochemical use increased by more than 400 million pounds from 1996 to
2011, a 7 percent increase, due to increased herbicide applications. 28
Glyphosate can pose risks to animals and the environment. A 2010 Chemical Research in Toxicology study found
that glyphosate-based herbicides caused highly abnormal deformities and neurological problems in vertebrates. 29
Another study found that glyphosate caused DNA damage to human cells even at lower exposure levels than
recommended by the herbicide’s manufacturer.30
Resistant weeds increase herbicide use: Ubiquitous Roundup application has spawned glyphosate-resistant
weeds, which drives farmers to apply more toxic herbicides and to reduce conservation tilling designed to combat
soil erosion, according to a 2010 National Research Council report. 31 At least 20 weed species worldwide are
resistant to glyphosate.32 Even biotech company Syngenta predicts that glyphosate-resistant weeds will infest onefourth of U.S. cropland by 2013.33 Agricultural experts warn that these superweeds can lower farm yields, increase
pollution and raise costs for farmers.34 Farmers may resort to other herbicides to combat superweeds, including
2,4-D (an Agent Orange component) and atrazine, which have associated health risks including endocrine disruption and developmental abnormalities.35
MYTH: GE crops reduce erosion

State Department

Biotech Industry

Debunking
State DepartmentIndustry
Propaganda

Diplomatic strategy memo: “Adoption of biotech crops has […] allowed many farmers to adopt no-till farming
practices.”36
Fedoroff: “Herbicide tolerant crops contribute signiﬁcantly to soil conservation because more farmers farm
without ever plowing their land, this is called no-till farming.”37
BIO: “No-till agriculture, in limited use prior to 1996, has been widely adopted due to the superior weed control
from biotech crops that are able to tolerate herbicides with low environmental impacts. This has led to improved
soil health and water retention, [and] reduced runoff.”38
South American GE soy and corn plantations have contributed to deforestation: The added land pressure
for soybean planting contributed signiﬁcantly to deforestation in Latin America. In the Brazilian state of Mato
Grosso, which has the fastest growth in soybean production and deforestation, over half a million hectares of
forest were converted to cropland between 2001 and 2004.39 The large swaths of forests that were cleared for
soybeans left the remaining forest more fragmented, which further undermined diverse ecosystems and forest
health.40
U.S. biotech crop farmers are abandoning no-till and low-till practices: The rise in herbicide-tolerant
weeds has forced more farmers to return to deep plowing and to reduce conservation tilling to combat weeds,
according to a 2010 National Research Council report.41
MYTH: GE crops are more productive

State Department

Diplomatic strategy memo: “Biotechnology is being used to increase crop yields.”42
Fedoroff: “The simple reasons that farmers migrate to GM crops is that their yields increase 5–25 percent and
their costs decrease, in some cases by as much as 50 percent.”43

Biotech Industry

CropLife America: “With the use of agricultural herbicides, crop yields are increased by 20 percent or more.”44
CropLife America: “Thanks to modern agriculture, farmers have doubled the production of world food supplies
since 1960, tripled the output of foods such as cooking oils and meats, and increased per capita food supplies in
the developing world by 25 percent.”45

Debunking
State DepartmentIndustry
Propaganda

Studies indicate no yield advantage: Biotech companies have focused on developing crops that are designed
to work with the herbicides they sell, not on developing high-yield seeds. A 2009 Union of Concerned Scientists
survey found that herbicide-tolerant corn and soybeans had no yield increase over non-GE crops, and that there
was only a slight advantage for insect-resistant corn.46 A 2001 University of Nebraska study found that conventional soybeans had 5 to 10 percent higher yields than herbicide-tolerant soybeans.47
Biotech crop yields have fallen as herbicide-resistant weeds have become more common. Research shows that
higher densities of glyphosate-resistant weeds reduce crop yields.48 Purdue University scientists found that
Roundup-resistant ragweed can cause 100 percent corn-crop losses.49
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Table 1. Debunking the State Department and Biotech Industry Myths (continued)
MYTH: GE crops and foods are safe
State Department
Biotech Industry

Debunking
State DepartmentIndustry
Propaganda

Fedoroff: “In fact, because of the extensive prior testing, I submit to you that GM crops are the safest we’ve
ever introduced into the food chain.”50
BIO: “Biotechnology-derived crops are among the most thoroughly tested plants in history, and are closely
overseen by federal agencies to ensure that they do not cause harm to consumers, to agriculture or to the
environment.”51
The United States has very weak oversight of the safety of biotech foods: In most cases, the biotech
industry self-regulates when it comes to the safety of genetically engineered foods. In 1992, the U.S. Food and
Drug Administration (FDA) issued guidance allowing biotech companies to self-certify that new GE foods are
safe and compliant with federal food safety laws.52 The FDA trusts biotech companies to certify that their new
GE foods and traits are the same as foods currently on the market. The FDA evaluates company-submitted data
and does not do safety testing of its own.53
MYTH: GE crops promote sustainable development

State Department
Biotech Industry
Debunking
State DepartmentIndustry
Propaganda

Secretary of State Hillary Clinton: “[W]e want to shift our focus to agricultural sustainability, focusing on
the small producers, helping them understand the value of GMOs — genetically modiﬁed organisms.”54
BIO: “To exclude any possible means to improve sustainable agricultural productivity would be to allow the
already the [sic] desperate plight of the world’s poor and undernourished to deteriorate still further.”55
High-priced seeds and herbicides are ill suited to farmers in the developing world: The prestigious
2009 International Assessment of Agricultural Knowledge, Science and Technology for Development concluded
that the high costs for seeds and chemicals, uncertain yields and the potential to undermine local food security
make biotechnology a poor choice for the developing world.56 (See “Pushing Biotech on the Developing World,”
page 12.)
MYTH: GE crops survive drought and climate change

State Department

Biotech Industry
Debunking
State DepartmentIndustry
Propaganda

State Department strategy memo: “Agricultural biotechnology has great potential to help address the
challenges of food insecurity and mitigate climate change.”57
Secretary of State Hillary Clinton: “We believe that biotechnology has a critical role to play in increasing
agricultural productivity, particularly in light of climate change.”58
BIO: “Major biotechnology providers are working on developing drought-tolerant corn and cotton; such traits
will be of particular beneﬁt in developing countries where crops are often not irrigated.”59
Biotech has yet to deliver drought-tolerant seeds; conventional breeding is successfully delivering
climate resilience: Biotech ﬁrms have long promised high-yield and drought-resistant GE seeds, but by
mid-2012 only one variety of drought-tolerant corn was approved for U.S. planting.60 Crop research has yet
to achieve the complex interactions between genes that are necessary for plants to endure environmental
stressors such as drought.61 Monsanto’s approved drought-tolerant corn has overestimated yield beneﬁts, and
there is insufﬁcient evidence that it will outperform already available conventionally bred alternatives.62
Traditional methods of breeding for stress tolerance produce crops that are more resilient to disruption and
climate change than GE crops because these crops complement and thrive in nutrient-rich and biodiverse soil.63
Even if research succeeded in developing drought-tolerant crops, biotechnology companies would control any
viable seeds, potentially putting new seeds out of reach for poor farmers.

Food & Water Watch found that one-quarter of the
cables (24.1 percent) emphasized the purported benefits
of GE crops — their allegedly higher yields, productivity
and economic benefits for the developing world. A third
of the cables (32.6 percent) addressed environmental
issues, primarily repeating the industry contention that
GE crops reduce pesticide use and soil erosion as well as
the promised drought-resistance and climate resiliency
of future crops.
The State Department used the 2008 global hunger
crisis as a new, urgent justification to promote

6

biotech crops.64 The State Department encouraged
embassies to “publicize that agricultural biotechnology can help address the food crisis.”65 In 2009, the
State Department initiatives were complemented by a
new USAID “Feed the Future” initiative that included
a partnership with biotech seed and agribusiness
companies such as Monsanto, DuPont, Cargill and
Syngenta and major foundations to reduce world
hunger.66 When the immediacy of the food crisis
abated, biotech cultivation stalled in Africa and
Asia.67
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Taking the Biotech Spin Cycle on the Road
The State Department delivered the pro-biotech
message at conferences and workshops, communicated
with reporters and sent local officials on junkets to the
United States.
Public relations and propaganda: The State Department urged embassies to generate positive media
coverage to help influence public opinions.68 More than
one in 20 outreach efforts (5.9 percent) in 21 countries
targeted reporters. In 2005, the consulate in Milan,
Italy, organized a four-city pro-biotech tour garnering
a four-page interview in L’Espresso magazine as well as
newspaper and television coverage.69 In 2006, a senior
State Department biotech expert hosted a journalist
roundtable in Egypt that generated newspaper and
magazine stories and a TV interview that aired more
than seven times.70
In other cases, embassies circumvented the media
by releasing pro-biotech propaganda directly to the

Figure 3.
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public. The State Department produced a pamphlet in
Slovenian to explain the “myths and realities of biotech
agriculture.” 71 The embassy in Colombia proposed
airing a series of canned radio spots featuring biotech
experts that also could be used as industry magazine
opinion pieces.72 The Hong Kong consulate sent DVDs
of a pro-biotech presentation to every high school.73 The
embassy in Zambia proposed airing pro-GE television
documentaries during prime time.74
Biotech lecture circuit: The State Department
encouraged embassies to deploy departmental experts
to “participate as public speakers on agbiotech” and
fund conferences, workshops and seminars to promote
biotech acceptance.75 State Department officials and
invited experts participated in nearly 169 public events
in 52 countries between 2005 and 2009. (See Figure 3.)
A quarter (26.2 percent) of the embassies’ outreach
efforts included these forums with “a particular
emphasis on those individuals that may influence
national biotech policy.”76 A 2008 cable from Mozambique noted that one “workshop provided an opening
to further advance biotechnology” and target high-level
decision makers charged with shaping biotech policies.77
A proposed workshop in Yemen was expected to be
“a catalyst to GMO legislation that considers the U.S.
position.” 78
Some of the conferences have been swanky affairs. In
2005, the consulate in Milan brought a biotechnology
scientist to participate in an opulent event on Venice’s
San Giorgio Maggiore Island featuring a “magical
evening” performance by opera star Andrea Bocelli and
an orchestra.79 In 2009, USDA Secretary Tom Vilsack
headlined a business forum at the Philippines’ luxury
Shangri-La Hotel attended by Cargill, Kraft Foods
and Land O’Lakes.80 The embassy in Slovakia funded
and co-hosted a biotech conference in the spa town
of Piestany where the president of the U.S.-based

SOURCE: FOOD & WATER WATCH ANALYSIS OF WIKILEAKS CABLEGATE DATABASE.
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National Corn Growers Association joined pro-biotech
scientists. 81
Junket science: The State Department encouraged
embassies to bring visitors — especially reporters — to
the United States, which has “proven to be effective
ways of dispelling concerns about biotech [crops].”82 The
State Department organized or sponsored 28 junkets
from 17 countries between 2005 and 2009. In 2008,
when the U.S. embassy was trying to prevent Poland
from adopting a ban on biotech livestock feed, the
State Department brought a delegation of high-level
Polish government agriculture officials to meet with the
USDA in Washington, tour Michigan State University
and visit the Chicago Board of Trade.83 The USDA
sponsored a trip for El Salvador’s Minister of Agriculture and Livestock to visit Pioneer Hi-Bred’s Iowa
facilities and to meet with USDA Secretary Tom Vilsack
that was expected to “pay rich dividends by helping
[the Minister] clearly advocate policy positions in our
mutual bilateral interests.”84

7KH)RXU*RDOVRI%LRWHFK'LSORPDF\
The State Department strategy sought to foist probiotech policies on foreign governments. Imposing a
biotech agricultural model on unreceptive farmers and
consumers undermines other countries’ food sovereignty and their right to determine their own food and
agricultural policies.
Promote biotech business interests: The State
Department not only promoted pro-biotechnology
policies but also the products of biotech companies.
The strategy cables explicitly “protect the interests”
of biotech exporters, “facilitate trade in agribiotech
products” and encourage the cultivation of GE crops in
more countries, especially in the developing world. 85

Lobby foreign governments to weaken biotech
rules: The State Department urged embassies to
advocate for pro-biotech laws and to “troubleshoot
problematic legislation.”86 The 2009 strategy memo
“urge[d] posts to pay particular attention to advancing
this strategy with countries that ha[d] key biotech
legislation pending.”87 More than two-thirds of the
cables (69.9 percent) addressed the host countries’ laws
or regulations governing agricultural biotechnology.
Protect U.S. biotech exports: The State Department
aimed to “ensure that global commerce in agbiotech
products is not unfairly impeded” to protect and
promote an estimated €17.9 billion in biotech crop
exports.88 In 2011, the Office of the U.S. Trade Representative (USTR) reported that biotech crops and foods
“face a multitude of trade barriers” in the European
Union (EU), China, Kazakhstan, Turkey, the Ukraine
and 16 African nations.89 Trade is a prominent topic in
almost half (47.2 percent) of the cables.
Press developing world to adopt biotech crops:
The State Department memos urged embassies to
“encourag[e] the development and commercialization
of ag-biotech products” in the developing world where
many “have hesitated to join the biotech revolution.”90
The State Department encouraged embassies to “publicize the benefits of agbiotech as a development tool.” 91
One-sixth of the cables (16.6 percent) suggested that
biotech crops would improve food security, alleviate
the food crisis and foster economic development.
The message was combined with aggressive lobbying
campaigns to pass laws to allow biotech crop production in the developing world, especially in Africa.

Corporate Diplomacy
and Monsanto’s Goodwill
Ambassadors
The biotechnology industry is a core constituency for
the State Department’s biotech diplomatic outreach.
The State Department confers with biotech interests,
advocates on behalf of specific biotech seed companies
and directs outreach efforts to energize the biotech and
agribusiness industries. About one-fourth (23.4 percent)
of the State Department outreach efforts targeted
industry representatives and trade associations,
including meetings, participating in State Department
conferences and attending embassy receptions.
The seed companies, including Monsanto, DuPont
Pioneer, Syngenta, Bayer CropScience and Dow
Agrochemical, are more commonly mentioned in the
biotech cables than food aid (6.9 percent of the cables
and 4.4 percent, respectively). Some cables explicitly
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described the collaboration between the embassies and
the seed companies. In 2006, the embassy in Romania
planned to “work with the U.S. GM seed companies
to ensure” that the season’s agreed-upon cultivation
of biotech soybeans could be planted.92 The embassy
in Ecuador planned “to reinforce industry lobbying” to
oppose proposed regulations that could hinder biotech
imports.93
The State Department worked especially hard to
promote the interests of Monsanto, the world’s biggest
biotech seed company in 2011.94 Monsanto appeared
in 6.1 percent of the biotech cables analyzed between
2005 and 2009 from 21 countries. The State Department
exercised its diplomatic persuasion to bolster Monsanto’s image in host countries, facilitate field-testing or
approval of Monsanto crops and intervene with governments to negotiate seed royalty settlements.
U.S. embassies have attempted to burnish Monsanto’s
image. The consulate in Munich, Germany, promised
Monsanto that it would seek “even-handed” treatment
of Monsanto’s core business by Bavarian officials,
where farmers’ resistance to adopting biotech crops
affected its brand.95 The embassy in Slovakia sought to
“dispel myths about GMOs and advocate on behalf of
Monsanto.”96 In 2009, the embassy in Spain asked for
“high level U.S. government intervention” at the “urgent
requests” of Monsanto and a pro-biotech Spanish
official in order to combat opposition to GE crops.97

approved an illegal payment of €40,000 to “incentivize”
the official to weaken GE oversight.102 There were 49
cables that mentioned Monsanto interests even after
the company paid the fine.

3DWHQWO\2HQVLYH
6WDWH'HSDUWPHQWΖQWHUYHQHVLQ
&RPPHUFLDO'LVSXWHVIRU0RQVDQWR

Some embassies encouraged the approval of Monsanto
crops with regulators. In 2006, the embassy in Egypt
tried but failed to convince local authorities to accelerate the approval of biotech crop varieties, including
some longstanding Monsanto and Pioneer seed applications.98 In 2008, the ambassador in Argentina penned
an opinion piece in the local newspaper promoting the
expanded cultivation of Monsanto’s insect-resistant
cotton.99 In 2005, the embassy in South Africa informed
Monsanto and Pioneer about two recently vacated positions in the government’s biotech regulatory agency,
suggesting that the companies could advance “qualified
applicants” to fill the position.100

Some embassies attempted to iron out intellectual
property law and patent wrinkles for Monsanto.
Biotech seed companies vigorously defend their patents
and seed royalty payments in the United States.103 One
out of 14 cables (7.1 percent) addressed intellectual
property laws, patents and seed royalty issues. In
2007, the embassy urged the Ukraine to pursue biotech
counterfeiters to protect companies like Monsanto.104
When Burkina Faso only offered Monsanto a one-year
authorization for a new insect-resistant cotton, the
company withheld the seeds until the U.S. ambassador
lobbied the Prime Minister, who “instructed that the
administrative order be changed to meet Monsanto’s
terms” for a five-year authorization.105

The State Department even continued to advocate on
behalf of Monsanto after the company was charged
with violations of the Foreign Corrupt Practices Act. In
2005, Monsanto admitted that it was responsible for
bribing an Indonesian official to weaken environmental
oversight of GE crops and paid €1.2 million in fines to
the U.S. government.101 A Monsanto consultant tried
to persuade an Indonesian official to relax or repeal
an environmental rule governing the planting of GE
crops; when the official demurred, a Monsanto official

The embassy in Argentina intervened extensively
for Monsanto in a seed royalty dispute. Argentina
approved Monsanto’s herbicide-resistant Roundup
Ready soy in 1996 without granting patent protection
for the seed (Monsanto still earned money selling the
brand name herbicide Roundup, which was patented).106
By 2001, 90 percent of Argentina’s soybeans were
grown from Monsanto seeds.107 Monsanto began to
increase pressure on Argentina to allow the company
to charge farmers seed royalties after its patent on
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its next-generation soybeans in 2011, but the company
secured royalty payments by requiring farmers to sign
individual contracts when buying seeds.116

Pressuring Foreign
Governments to Reduce
Oversight of Biotech Crops
The State Department worked to weaken other nations’
oversight of biotech crops and to quickly quash efforts
to establish new biotech rules and safeguards. The
embassy in Poland worked to keep the nation in the
biotech camp. In 2006, the top biotech State Department official suggested that proposed Polish biotech
crop rules could “be harmful to joint U.S.-Polish trade
interests.”117 In 2008, the State Department joined
Polish livestock and grain interests and the American
Soybean Association to defeat a proposed ban on GE
livestock feed.118 The embassy in Poland promoted probiotech rules and legislation but recognized that “we
need to take care to be seen as protecting choice, not
pushing use.”119

Roundup expired in 2000, as a way to recoup the profits
Monsanto lost when farmers switched to generic
glyphosate instead of Roundup.108
In 2005, the embassy tried to facilitate unsuccessful
seed royalty negotiations between Monsanto and
Argentina.109 Monsanto instead suspended its Argentina-based research and threatened to extract royalty
payments from Argentinean soy exports.110 Farm groups
agreed that Monsanto had the right to royalties, but
complained that Monsanto would not agree on a price
for the seed royalties.111 In 2007, the Ambassador reiterated a request that Argentina “support a resolution of
Monsanto’s disputes” and communicated Monsanto’s
desire for even an “informal signal” of Argentinean
government support in order to get the producers on
board.112
Despite the ongoing negotiations, Monsanto withheld
its next generation of biotech soybeans in 2007 until
a deal on royalties was inked.113 The embassy tried to
improve the public perception of the dispute. In 2008,
the embassy collaborated with Monsanto to arrange a
junket of Argentinean journalists to the United States
“to learn about new technologies and the importance
of [intellectual property rights] protection.”114 In 2008,
the president of Monsanto’s Argentinean subsidiary
formally thanked the U.S. Ambassador for supporting
the company.115 Argentina allowed Monsanto to patent
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In 2007, the State Department and the USDA worked
with Turkish biotech proponents to defeat proposed
legislation that threatened over €729 million in U.S. GE
crop exports.120 In 2005, the USDA launched a lobbying
and public relations campaign to successfully derail
proposed anti-biotech legislation in Nicaragua.121 The
embassy in Thailand lobbied to lift the ban on biotech
papaya field trials in 2006.122 The embassy in Egypt
tried to break “the regulatory logjam” that was stalling
the approval of new GE crops.123
In Europe, the State Department has targeted the EU
to weaken the regulatory safeguards that have delayed
the approval of GE crops and to force the EU to accept
biotech imports. Almost two-fifths of all biotech cables
(38.0 percent) were from embassies in EU member
states. U.S. embassies tried to persuade nations that
had been hostile to biotech crops and to shore up countries that had been supportive. The embassy in France
proposed hosting a conference highlighting how biotech
can “help address food shortages in the developing
world” as a tactic to counteract France’s negative public
opinion of GE crops.124
The State Department worked to increase the acceptance of GE crops in the EU by encouraging the most
biotech-supportive member states to affirmatively
support U.S. biotech positions. Spain cultivated more
biotech crops that any EU member state,125 making it
“worth continuing to target” to encourage acceptance
of GE crops and foods in Europe.126 In 2005, before
Romania had entered the EU, the embassy worked
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to ensure that the government maintained a probiotechnology stance and continued to cultivate GE soy
so that it could join the EU with its “biotech industry
firmly secured.”127 In 2009, a senior State Department
biotech advisor pressed Romania “to play an active role
in the EU to preserve biotech options for farmers.”128
The State Department also urged “Bulgaria to become a
successful model and advocate of agbiotech within the
EU.”129
The State Department has encouraged the most
receptive countries to support the approval of GE crop
varieties within the EU. In 2008, Bulgaria supported a
European Commission proposal to approve GE crop
varieties.130 In 2007, the embassy reported that the
Czech Republic supported the approval of two GE corn
varieties and GE sugar beets in the EU.131 Monsanto
helped the embassy target EU member states for some
of these biotech variety fights. In 2009, Monsanto
presented its strategy to embassy and USTR officials,
including outlining which EU countries Monsanto felt
were pro-biotech, anti-biotech and undecided to help
the embassy target its diplomatic efforts.132

86(PEDVVLHV$JJUHVVLYHO\
2SSRVHG*(/DEHOLQJ(RUWV
Consumers worldwide want to know what is in their
food, but biotech companies and food manufacturers
would rather keep consumers in the dark about the
contents of their grocery carts. The State Department has lobbied against efforts to require labeling of
biotech foods. About one out of eight biotech cables
(11.6 percent) from 42 nations between 2005 and 2009
addressed biotech-labeling requirements.

labeling requirement.137 To stave off labeling efforts in
2009, the consulate in Hong Kong worked to cultivate
“a local cadre” of pro-biotech advocates, redoubled
efforts to combat consumer groups and legislators that
favored labeling and even promoted biotech to high
school students.138 Hong Kong did not adopt mandatory
labeling.139
Some countries adopted labeling rules despite U.S.
opposition. During 2008 and 2009, the embassy in
South Africa lobbied parliamentarians and other
opinion leaders to prevent the mandatory GE labeling
law that was enacted in 2009.140

Pushing Biotech on
the Developing World
The State Department has been instrumental in
promoting pro-biotech laws and policies in the developing world. U.S. embassies have offered technical
advice, provided legislative language, lobbied to enact
pro-biotech laws and helped create pro-biotech regulations. In 2005, the embassy in Brazil claimed that its
“intensive outreach was an important catalyst” for the
law that legalized GE cultivation.141
High-priced seeds and herbicides are ill suited to
farmers in the developing world. The prestigious 2009
International Assessment of Agricultural Knowledge,
Science and Technology for Development concluded
that the high costs for seeds and chemicals, uncer-

The United States opposed mandatory GE labeling
laws as trade barriers because allowing consumers to
know the contents of their food also “wrongly impl[ies]
that these foods are unsafe.”133 The EU requires all
foods, animal feeds (but not meat from animals fed
with GE feed) and processed products with biotech
content to bear GE labels.134 Australia, Brazil, China,
Japan, New Zealand, Russia, Saudi Arabia and South
Korea all require labels on GE foods, although labeling
requirements vary from zero tolerance to 5 percent GE
content.135
U.S. embassies lobbied against new labeling efforts
and for weakening existing labeling requirements. The
embassies in Malaysia and Vietnam reported concerns
to the State Department headquarters about the
potentially negative impact of proposed labeling laws.136
In 2008, the consulate in Hong Kong “played a key role”
in convincing regulators to drop a proposed mandatory
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tain yields and the potential to undermine local food
security make biotechnology a poor choice for the
developing world.142 Most farmers in the developing
world plant seed that they saved from the previous
year’s crop, and biotech patents prohibit farmers from
cultivating saved seeds, forcing them to buy more seeds
every year.143
The State Department actively promoted pro-biotech
rules and laws in Africa. In 2008, only three African
countries cultivated biotech crops: South Africa, Egypt
and Burkina Faso.144 The pro-biotechnology organization International Service for the Acquisition of Agribiotechnology Applications (ISAAA) called Africa the
“final frontier” for biotechnology.145
In 2003, the USAID announced a program to promote
biotech crop research, regulatory infrastructure and
cultivation in a handful of countries, including South
Africa, Nigeria, Zambia, Kenya and Mali.146 In 2005,
the State Department promoted the acceptance of
GE seeds at a four-day conference of the Economic
Community of West African States.147 In 2009, the
United States urged Brazil to leverage “its presence and
experience in Africa to positively influence acceptance
of agricultural biotechnology.”148
In 2009, the USAID launched a €2.5 billion “Feed the
Future” partnership with biotech seed and agribusiness
company partners — including Monsanto, DuPont,
Cargill and Syngenta and major foundations — to
reduce world hunger.149 This partnership has invested
heavily in Africa. In 2010, DuPont agreed to help
develop supposedly high-yield GE corn for sub-Saharan
Africa funded by the USAID and the Bill & Melinda
Gates Foundation.150 As part of the same project,
Monsanto donated the genetic material for a promised
drought-tolerant corn to be offered royalty-free to
African farmers.151
The unusual royalty concession by Monsanto may
be little more than a long-term investment to build
goodwill with African farmers while strengthening the
perception that the seeds are more productive.152 But
selling more seeds in new markets — with or without
initial royalties — is likely the real prize. In 2013, ISAAA
estimated that the global biotech seed market was
already about €11.7 billion annually.153 If more countries
approve crops, those sales would only increase.
The combination of foreign research investors and
the lobbying muscle of U.S. embassies and agribusinesses has encouraged African nations to slowly adopt
pro-biotech rules and regulations. In order to pursue
biotech crop research, countries need enough regulatory infrastructure to approve GE field trials. Often,
12

Secretary of State Hillary Clinton listens to a presentation on
“genetic improvement” for local crops hosted by the Kenya
Agricultural Research Institute. / W,KdKzh^/

the initial rules allowing GE research can go into effect
while the legislatures consider permanent rules allowing
commercial biotech cultivation. In Kenya, Ghana and
Nigeria, the State Department, industry and pro-biotech
foundations pursued this multipronged strategy to enact
pro-biotech laws.

86%LRWHFKΖQGXVWU\&DPSDLJQ
WR&RPPHUFLDOL]H*(&URSVLQ.HQ\D
The United States has pushed Kenya to commercialize
GE crops for decades. U.S. officials believed that if
Kenya approved biotech crops, other East African
countries would follow suit.154 U.S. Secretary of State
Hillary Clinton observed, “With Kenya’s leadership in
biotechnology and biosafety, we cannot only improve
agriculture in Kenya, but Kenya can be leader for the
rest of Africa.”155 After decades of supporting biotech
research in Kenya, the embassy helped push legislation
leading to commercial GE cultivation that was enacted
in 2009.
The U.S. government and Monsanto have funded biotech
crop research since the early 1990s.156 Syngenta and the
Rockefeller Foundation began funding insect-resistant
Food & Water Europe tGPPEBOEXBUFSFVSPQFPSH

corn research with a Kenyan research institute in 2001,
and the Gates Foundation joined the project by 2008.157
Some of the research efforts have been high-profile
scientific failures, but even unsuccessful biotech research
programs were used to open the door to GE commercialization.
From 1992 to 2004, the USAID, Monsanto and the
World Bank invested €4.8 million in a Kenyan research
project to develop a virus-resistant GE sweet potato
variety.158 But the GE sweet potato never succeeded
in protecting against disease or increasing yields.
Conventional crop researchers in Uganda developed
a successful, high-yield, virus-resistant sweet potato
more quickly and cheaply than the failed GE attempt.159
In 2006, a USAID and Monsanto-funded project to
develop virus-resistant GE cassava was scrubbed after
researchers confessed to “revelations of the resistance
failure” just before pre-commercial field trials were to
begin in Kenya.160
These research failures highlight the significant opportunity cost of exclusively promoting biotech research
solutions. The millions spent on GE sweet potato and
cassava development could have funded much more
and potentially more successful conventional crop
research. But the GE cheerleaders viewed the wasted
GE research investments as successful because they
encouraged Kenya to develop a legislative and regulatory system “to govern the technology,” which, of
course, would also facilitate biotech field trials and
cultivation.161

This research combined with embassy pro-biotech
advocacy ultimately paved the way for legislation to
approve GE crop cultivation despite public opposition.
Kenyan small farmers and consumers did not want
GE crops, and have protested against GE imports and
cultivation.162 In 2009, the Kenya Small Scale Farmers
Forum opposed the introduction of GE crops because it
could imperil Kenyan exports to Europe.163
The USAID developed and promoted advocacy materials for the media and policymakers, helped to craft
legislative language and lobbied members of parliament.164 The embassy urged Kenya to adopt “tradefriendly” laws that would allow the United States to
deliver GE food aid crops.165 The Kenyan Agriculture
Minister praised preliminary rules to approve GE crops
as a way to “fast-track the integration of Africa in the
global bioeconomy.”166 In late 2008, the parliament
approved legislation to approve GE field trials and
ultimately commercialization; the president signed it
into law in early 2009.167
In 2011, Kenya released guidelines to approve GE
cultivation (although no GE crops were planted), began
developing labeling rules and planned to allow GE
imports while the regulations were being finalized.168 In
2012, strict labeling rules covering any foods with more
than 1 percent GE content went into effect.169 Biotech
trade associations and scientists expect Kenya to begin
planting GE corn and cotton by 2014.170 Despite the
promised adoption, Kenya halted the import and sale of
GE foods in late 2012 until the Ministry of Public Health
certified the crops’ safety; the U.S. embassy rapidly
promised to work to overturn the regulatory decision.171

86*RYHUQPHQW3XVKHV*KDQD
%LRWHFK/DZ2YHU)LQLVK/LQH
The United States has pushed for Ghana to adopt GE
crops and develop regulations to approve cultivation
since 2004.172 In 2005, the USAID promoted biotech
research although Ghanaian scientists warned that
“public wariness about biotech and popular support for
regulatory precautions” made the effort premature.173
That year, the U.S. ambassador met with the Minister
for Food and Agriculture to lobby for pro-biotech
legislation, and a senior State Department biotech
crop official met with government and industry leaders
in Ghana to promote GE crops.174 Nonetheless, the
embassy admitted that there was too little parliamentary support for pro-biotech legislation, and foreign
assistance was required to “operationalize” biotechnology.175
A Kenyan farmer with a pest-resistant variety of maize, procured
with USAID assistance. / W,KdKKhZd^zK&h^/ͬd&

In 2007, the USAID partially funded a conference in
Ghana to build momentum and political will in West
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The combination of diplomatic pressure and U.S.funded research eventually helped to break the
legislative logjam. In 2009, the embassy trumpeted
that “U.S. government support in drafting the legislation as well as sensitizing key stakeholders through
a public outreach program” was crucial to advancing
the bill over a legislative hurdle.188 In 2011, the biotech
legislation advanced to the Nigerian Senate, and while
the legislation continued to move through the grueling
process, Nigeria permitted field trials of GE cowpea,
sorghum and cassava to continue.189 The parliament
finally passed the legislation in 2011, but as of early
2013 it was still awaiting the president’s signature.190

Combining Diplomatic
Carrots With WTO Sticks

W,KdKKhZd^zK&d,/EdZEd/KE>/E^d/dhd
K&dZKW/>'Z/h>dhZ/E/'Z/Έ//dΉ

Africa to enact biotechnology legislation.176 It seemed
to help. In 2008, Ghana passed temporary legislation
to permit biotech field trials until permanent biotech
approval regulations were enacted.177 After eight years
of embassy pressure, the pro-biotech law was enacted
in 2011.178 The Gates Foundation provided €4.7 million to
implement the law in 2012.179 But public opposition did
not disappear. One political party challenged the rules
approving GE imports in court in 2012.180

1LJHULD$GYDQFHV86'UDIWHG
*(/HJLVODWLRQ
Monsanto and the United States began promoting GE
crops in Nigeria in 2001.181 In 2002, the USAID partially
funded the drafting of legislation to facilitate GE crop
approval in Nigeria, but the legislation stalled for
years.182 In 2003, the USAID and companies like ExxonMobil and Coca-Cola cosponsored a conference that
included a pro-biotech agricultural plenary, including
major biotech speeches and smaller workshops, and
also featured a keynote speech by President George W.
Bush.183
In 2006, the embassy in Nigeria proposed training
regulators to push pro-biotech legislation during the
next parliamentary sessions.184 The embassy noted in
2009 that the proposed legislation would “facilitate
market access to U.S. agribusinesses in Nigeria.”185
The embassy planned to send two Nigerian junkets to
the United States between 2007 and 2009.186 In 2008,
Nigeria first allowed confined field trials for a GE
cowpea, partially funded by the USAID.187
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The State Department has targeted the European
Union’s reluctance to allow the cultivation or importation of biotech crops or foods as the key to forcing
developing countries to accept agricultural biotechnology. The EU represented a lucrative export market
for biotech crops, and forcing the EU to accept these
imports would assuage fears in the developing world
about losing exports to the EU if they cultivated GE
crops. The United States successfully challenged the
EU’s biotech approval rules and EU member states’
unwillingness to approve GE crops at the World Trade
Organization (WTO). The State Department aggressively pressed the EU to comply with the WTO ruling
by weakening its biotech rules.
The EU had approved 18 biotech crop varieties for
cultivation and sale by June 1999, when five EU
member states (Denmark, France, Greece, Italy and
Luxembourg) effectively declared a moratorium on new
authorizations until the European Commission introduced legislation on labeling and traceability.191 Austria,
Belgium, Finland, Germany, the Netherlands, Spain
and Sweden did not apply a moratorium but invoked
a “thoroughly precautionary approach” and urged the
Commission to rapidly develop traceability and labeling
regulations.192
In 2003, the United States, Canada and Argentina
challenged the EU’s biotech approval process and the
member state moratoriums at the WTO. While the
WTO was considering the dispute, the United States
continued to push for the EU to drop its biotech rules.
In 2005, the USTR demanded that the United States
“get the access that we think we’re entitled to in the EU
market” for biotech crops.”193
In 2006, the WTO ruled that the “undue delay” in the
EU’s approval process for 24 biotech crop varieties from
1999 to 2003 constituted a de facto biotech moratorium
Food & Water Europe tGPPEBOEXBUFSFVSPQFPSH

that was inconsistent with WTO rules.194 It also ruled
that individual EU member state bans violated trade
rules and were unjustified without adequate biotech
risk assessments.195 The ruling did not prohibit the EU
from applying its own standards and laws, including
restricting biotech crop approvals, provided that the
rules were implemented properly. Despite the limited
and theoretical ability of countries to regulate GE crops,
the WTO’s biotech decision was another attack on the
right of countries to ensure food safety and protect the
environment.
Canada and Argentina settled and dropped their
biotech claims with the EU, but the United States has
maintained its complaint.196 The State Department
biotech strategy cables reiterated the effort to “continue
to seek full EU compliance with the 2006 WTO
ruling.”197 In France, the U.S. embassy “support[ed]
aggressive retaliation against WTO-illegal trade barriers
maintained by the European Union,” such as France’s
moratorium on GE crops.198 The State Department
recommended leveraging the successful WTO ruling to
convince countries in the developing world that they
ultimately would be able to export biotech crops to the
EU.199

Conclusion and
Recommendations
The U.S. State Department must stop its imposition of
biotech agriculture on the rest of the world. Over the
last decade, U.S. foreign policy has pushed other countries to accept biotechnology as the primary agricultural
policy and development policy alternative. The United
States has pressed countries to accept unwanted biotech
crop and food imports, change their laws to encourage
the cultivation of biotech crops and lobbied against
regulatory safeguards that are opposed by the biotech
seed industry.
The United States should not be picking agricultural
policy winners and losers. It is past time for the government to abandon corporate diplomacy, and to allow
the public and other governments to navigate their
own paths toward more environmentally and economically sustainable food and agriculture policies. Biotech
agriculture is uniquely unsuited to the farmers of the
developing world who generally lack the financial
resources to purchase expensive seeds and herbicides
sold by the biotech companies.
There are a host of promising, lower-impact agricultural approaches that have been shown to increase
productivity, maximize economic return for farmers and
enhance food security. Many academic studies have
documented the potential of conventional, organic and
other more sustainable approaches to improve agricultural productivity in the developing world.200
The State Department approach to agricultural development must put the interests of other countries before
the interests of the biotech seed companies. All nations
have the right to establish their own priorities for food
and agriculture policies, as well as the ability to grow
what the public wants in order to feed itself. The State
Department must:
1. Halt the aggressive advocacy of pro-biotech
policies in the developing world: The State
Department has lobbied foreign governments to
enact pro-biotech laws and policies and opposed
efforts to establish sensible biotech safeguards. The
promotion of a pro-corporate agenda in the guise of
foreign policy is misguided and undermines the U.S.
image abroad. This corporate diplomacy must end
immediately.
2. Eliminate the funding to promote biotech
crops and policies overseas: The State Department, the USAID and the USDA direct millions
of dollars each year to promote biotech crops and
policies overseas. These programs promote an

W,KdKKhZd^zK&KDDKE^͘t/</D/͘KZ'
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exclusively biotech solution and are a waste of
taxpayer money.
3. Stop demanding that governments accept
unwanted biotech crop and food imports: The
United States should drop its WTO challenge to
the EU biotech rules and remove the acceptance of
biotech crops from its trade negotiating objectives.
Countries should have the right to establish their
own acceptance of biotech crops and foods free
from U.S. interference.

The United States should enhance other countries’ abilities to improve agricultural production that encourages
economically and environmentally sustainable farming.
The United States should work with other nations to
develop the policies and objectives that they want to
pursue and let the biotech seed industry handle its own
public relations.

Methodology
Food & Water Watch analyzed 926 U.S. State Department
cables from 113 countries released by the Wikileaks
whistleblower organization sent from 2005 to 2009
containing the words “biotech” or “GMO” related to agriculture or crops (out of 1,526 biotech cables; the remainder
were related primarily to pharmaceuticals). Although
Wikileaks gained notoriety for releasing cables about
national security, this analysis does not include any cables
FODVVLȴHGDVȊVHFUHWȋRUKLJKHU 6L[ȊVHFUHWȋFDEOHVFRYHULQJ
ELRWHFKDJULFXOWXUHZHUHH[FOXGHGDQGQRȊVHFUHWQRQIRUQȋ
FDEOHVWKDWFDQQRWEHVKDUHGZLWKDQ\IRUHLJQJRYHUQPHQW
DSSHDUHGWRFRYHUWKHWRSLF :LNLOHDNVGLGQRWUHOHDVHDQ\
FDEOHVFODVVLȴHGDVȊWRSVHFUHWȋ 201
In 2010, Wikileaks released 250,000 diplomatic cables
H[SRVLQJFRPPXQLFDWLRQEHWZHHQWKH6WDWH'HSDUWPHQW
and more than 270 U.S. diplomatic posts. 202 The cables
came from the U.S. military’s Secret Internet Protocol
5RXWHU1HWZRUN 6Ζ351(7 GHYHORSHGDIWHU6HSWHPEHU
WRSURYLGHPRUHVHFXUHJOREDOFRPPXQLFDWLRQ
between U.S. agencies, including embassies and consulates. 203 The Wikileaks cables represented about 10 percent
of all State Department cables between 2006 and 2009.
Most of the released cables were sent between 2006 and
2009, corresponding to a period when the State Department sent 2.4 million total cables, including through other
systems. 204
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Food & Water Watch categorized the prior contacts, future
contacts and diplomatic updates into separate diplomatic
HYHQWV6RPHFDEOHVGHVFULEHPXOWLSOHGLSORPDWLFHYHQWV
that were catalogued separately. The data analyze 987
GLSORPDWLFHYHQWVIURPWKHELRWHFKQRORJ\FDEOHV
SHUFHQWRIWKHHYHQWVZHUHUHSRUWVRISULRURXWUHDFK
percent were biotech updates from the host country and
10 percent described proposed future diplomatic outreach.
It appears that the number of agricultural biotechnology
GLSORPDWLFFDEOHVLQFUHDVHGVWHDGLO\RYHUWKHWR
SHULRGDQGLQFUHDVHGWZLFHDVIDVWDVWKHRYHUDOOQXPEHU
of Wikileaks-released cables between 2006 and 2009.
2XWUHDFKHYHQWV PHHWLQJVGHOHJDWLRQVWRWKH8QLWHG
6WDWHVDQGFRQIHUHQFHV DXGLHQFHV RɝFLDOVLQGXVWU\
scientists/academics, media, farmers, legislators, nonJRYHUQPHQWDORUJDQL]DWLRQVDQGWKHSXEOLF DQGWRSLFV
EHQHȴWVHQYLURQPHQWWUDGHUHJXODWLRQVODZVGHYHORSment/food security, intellectual property and labeling)
ZHUHGUDZQIURPWKHWH[WRIWKHFDEOHV
$OO86GROODUȴJXUHVDUHLQQRPLQDOYDOXHVDQGFRQYHUVLRQ
WR(XURVZDVGRQHZLWKWKH86)HGHUDO5HVHUYH%RDUGȇV
)RUHLJQ([FKDQJH5DWH*$$QQXDOIRUWKH\HDUWKDWWKH
86GROODUȴJXUHZDVUHSRUWHG

Food & Water Europe tGPPEBOEXBUFSFVSPQFPSH

Endnotes
1

International Assessment of Agricultural Knowledge, Science and
7HFKQRORJ\IRU'HYHORSPHQW Ζ$$67' Ȋ([HFXWLYH6XPPDU\RI
Synthesis Report.” April 2008 at 8 to 9.

2

U.S. Department of State (U.S. DoS). “FY 2008 biotechnology outreach strategy and department resources.” Cable No.
67$7(1RYHPEHU



86'R6>3UHVVUHOHDVH@Ȋ)RRGFULVLVOHFWXUHNLFNVR-HHUVRQ
Science Fellows distinguished lecture series at the Department of
State.” October 16, 2008.

4

U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA). Economic Research
6HUYLFH (56 Ȋ$GRSWLRQRI%LRHQJLQHHUHG&URSVȋ2QȴOHDW)RRG
:DWHU:DWFKDQGDYDLODEOHDWKWWSZZZHUVXVGDJRY'DWD
BiotechCrops/. Accessed September 9, 2009.

5

Shoemaker, Robbin (Ed.). USDA ERS. “Economic Issues in Agricultural Biotechnology.” (AIB-762). 2001 at 9.

6

Whoriskey, Peter. “Monsanto’s dominance draws antitrust inquiry.” Washington Post1RYHPEHU



ΖQWHUQDWLRQDO6HUYLFHIRUWKH$FTXLVLWLRQRI$JUL%LRWHFK$SSOLcations (ISAAA). “Global Status of Commercialized Biotech/GM
&URSVȋΖ6$$$%ULHI([HFXWLYHVXPPDU\)HEUXDU\
20, 2013.

8

Roberts, Alasdair. “The Wikileaks illusion.” The Wilson Quarterly. Vol.
35, no. 3. Summer 2011 at 18; U.S. Senate Committee on HomeODQG6HFXULW\DQG*RYHUQPHQW$DLUV+HDULQJRQΖQIRUPDWLRQ
6KDULQJLQWKH(UDRI:LNLOHDNV%DODQFLQJ6HFXULW\DQG&ROODERUDtion. March 10, 2011.



86'R6&DEOH1R67$7(1RYHPEHU86
DoS. “FY 2009 biotechnology outreach strategy and department
resources.” Cable No. 08STATE129940. December 10, 2008; U.S.
DoS. “FY 2010 biotechnology outreach strategy and department
resources.” Cable No. 09STATE122732. December 1, 2009.



86'R6&DEOH1R67$7(1RYHPEHU



86$JHQF\IRUΖQWHUQDWLRQDO'HYHORSPHQW 86$Ζ' Ȋ$'6&KDSWHU
$JHQF\3URJUDPVDQG)XQFWLRQVȋ$SULODW



86'R6&DEOH1R67$7(1RYHPEHU

13

U.S. DoS. Cable No. 09STATE122732. December 1, 2009; U.S. DoS.
&DEOH1R67$7(1RYHPEHU



+HGJHV6WHSKHQ-Ȋ86XVLQJIRRGFULVLVWRERRVWELRHQJLQHHUHG
crops.” Chicago Tribune. May 14, 2008.

15

“Biotechnology Report.” Special Eurobarometer. European Commission. 2010 at 18.



86'R6Ȋ/XJDU&RGHO*HUPDQVHPSKDVL]HQHHGIRUFRRSHUDWLRQ
with Russians on energy.” Cable No. 08BERLIN1244. September
86'R6Ȋ$XVWULDQUHVSRQVHGHPDUFKHRQ(8UHJXODWRU\FRPPLWWHH)HEUXDU\YRWHRQELRWHFKFRUQFRWWRQDQG
soybeans.” Cable No. 08VIENNA211. February 12, 2008.



86'R6Ȋ%LRWHFKRXWUHDFKWR+XQJDU\YLVLWRI-DFN%RER0DUFK
12–13, 2009.” Cable No. 09BUDAPEST210. March 19, 2009.



86'R6&DEOH1R67$7(1RYHPEHU



)HGRUR1LQD6FLHQFH$GYLVRUWRWKH866HFUHWDU\RI6WDWHDQG
$GPLQLVWUDWRURI86$Ζ'ΖQDXJXUDO/HFWXUHLQWKH-HHUVRQ)HOORZV
'LVWLQJXLVKHG/HFWXUH6HULHVȊ6HHGVRIDSHUIHFWVWRUP*HQHWLFDOO\PRGLȴHGFURSVDQGJOREDOIRRGVHFXULW\FULVLVȋ2FWREHU
2008.

 9LD&DPSHVLQD>3UHVVUHOHDVH@Ȋ&RQYHQWLRQRQELRORJLFDO
GLYHUVLW\)DUPHUVGHPDQGDQHQGWRWKHFRPPHUFLDOL]DWLRQRI
ELRGLYHUVLW\*0VHHGVDQGV\QWKHWLFELRORJ\ȋ2FWREHU
9LD&DPSHVLQDȊ7KHLQWHUQDWLRQDOSHDVDQWȇVYRLFHȋ)HEUXDU\
2011.

 86'R6&DEOH1R67$7(1RYHPEHU
26

McGrath, Kathleen. Biotechnology Industry Organization (BIO).
Testimony of the Biotechnology Industry Organization Regarding
$VVHPEO\%LOO0DQXIDFWXUHU/LDELOLW\&RPPLWWHHRQ$JULFXOture. California Assembly. April 29, 2005 at 2.

 0RQVDQWRȊ0RQVDQWR%LRWHFKQRORJ\7UDLW$FUHDJH)LVFDO<HDUV
Ȃȋ2QȴOHDQGDYDLODEOHDWKWWSZZZPRQVDQWR
FRPLQYHVWRUVGRFXPHQWVTBELRWHFKBDFUHVSGI86'$
1DWLRQDO$JULFXOWXUDO6WDWLVWLFV6HUYLFH 1$66 Ȋ4XLFN6WDWV$FUHV
3ODQWHG&RUQDQG6R\EHDQVȋ$YDLODEOHDWKWWSZZZQDVVXVGD
JRY0RQVDQWR5RXQGXS3RZHU0D[+HUELFLGH%URFKXUHDW
4.
28

Benbrook, Charles M. “Impacts of genetically engineered crops
RQSHVWLFLGHXVHLQWKH86ȃWKHȴUVWVL[WHHQ\HDUVȋEnvironmental
Sciences Europe9RO-DQXDU\DW

29

Paganelli, Alejandra et al. “Glyphosate-Based Herbicides Produce
7HUDWRJHQLF(HFWVRQ9HUWHEUDWHVE\ΖPSDLULQJ5HLQRLF$FLG
Signaling.” Chem. Res. Toxicol. Vol. 23. August 2010 at 1586.

30

Benachour, Nora and Gilles-Eric Seralini. “Glyphosate Formulations Induce Apoptosis and Necrosis in Human Umbilical, Embryonic, and Placental Cells.” Chem. Res. Toxicol.YRODW

31

National Research Council of the National Academies (NRC). “The
impact of genetically engineered crops on farm sustainability in
the United States.” April 13, 2010 at S-3 and S-13. (Pre-publication
copy).

 ΖQWHUQDWLRQDO6XUYH\RI+HUELFLGH5HVLVWDQW:HHGVȊ*O\FLQHV * 
5HVLVWDQW:HHGVE\6SHFLHVDQG&RXQWU\ȋ2QȴOHDQGDYDLODEOHDW
www.weedscience.org. Accessed May 31, 2012.
 6\QJHQWDȊ/HDGLQJWKHȴJKWDJDLQVWJO\SKRVDWHUHVLVWDQFHȋ
2QȴOHDQGDYDLODEOHDWKWWSZZZV\QJHQWDHEL]FRP'RW1HW(Biz/ImageLIbrary/WR%203%20Leading%20the%20Fight.pdf.
34

Neuman, William and Andrew Pollack. “Farmers cope with
roundup-resistant weeds.” New York Times. May 3, 2010.

 ΖEUDKLPHWDOȊ:HLJKWRIWKH(YLGHQFHRQWKH+XPDQ&DUFLQRgenicity of 2,4-D.” Environmental Health PerspectivesYRO
at 213; Hayes, Tyrone et al. “Hermaphroditic, demasculinized
IURJVDIWHUH[SRVXUHWRWKHKHUELFLGHDWUD]LQHDWORZHFRORJLFDOO\
UHOHYDQWGRVHVȋProceedings of the National Academy of Sciences. Vol.
LVV$SULODW6WRNHU7DPP\(HWDOȊ0DWHUQDOH[posure to atrazine during lactation suppresses suckling-induced
SURODFWLQUHOHDVHDQGUHVXOWVLQSURVWDWLWLVLQWKHDGXOWRVSULQJȋ
Toxicological Sciences. 9RODW86(QYLURQPHQWDO3URWHFWLRQ$JHQF\Ȋ'&KHPLFDO6XPPDU\ȋDWDQG
 86'R6&DEOH1R67$7(1RYHPEHU
 )HGRUR  
 %Ζ2Ȋ$JULFXOWXUDO%LRWHFKQRORJ\ȇV(QYLURQPHQWDO6XFFHVV6WRU\ȋ
April 22, 2009 at 1.
 0RUWRQ'RXJODV&HWDOȊ&URSODQG([SDQVLRQ&KDQJHV'HIRUHVtation Dynamics in the Southern Brazilian Amazon.” Proceedings
of the National Academy of Sciences. Vol. 103, iss. 39. September 26,
2006 at 14637.
40

Ibid.

41

NRC (2010).

42

U.S. DoS. Cable No. 09State122732. December 1, 2009.

 )HGRUR  
44

CropLife America. “Annual Report 2012.” 2012 at 3.

45

CropLife America. “2009 Annual Report to Members.” 2009 at 5.

46

Gurian-Sherman, Doug. Union of Concerned Scientists. “Failure to
Yield.” April 2009 at 22 and 33.



(OPRUH5RJHU:HWDOȊ3URGXFWLRQDJULFXOWXUH*O\SKRVDWHUHVLVWDQWVR\EHDQFXOWLYDU\LHOGVFRPSDUHGZLWKVLVWHUOLQHVȋAgronomy
Journal. Vol. 93. 2001 at 408.



$IULFDQ&HQWHUIRU%LRVDIHW\>3UHVVUHOHDVH@Ȋ$IULFDQFLYLOVRFLHW\
FDOOVRQWKH$IULFDQ8QLRQWREDQJHQHWLFDOO\PRGLȴHGFURSVȋ
1RYHPEHU

22

U.S. DoS. “South Africa, biosafety update and state senior biotech
DGYLVRUYLVLWȋ&DEOH1R35(725Ζ$-XQH

48

23

U.S. DoS. “Biotech conference hits the mark.” Cable No. 06MONTEVIDEO980. October 16, 2006.

Clapp, Stephen. “Study says farmers relying on Roundup may
ZHDNHQEHQHȴWVȋFood Chemical News. April 20, 2009.

49

Ibid.

 86'R6Ȋ*HQHWLFDOO\PRGLȴHGVR\EHDQVVWLOOXQGHUȴUHLQ
Romania.” Cable No. 06BUCAREST574. April 5, 2006; U.S. DoS.
“Peru request for EEB FY08 biotech funds.” Cable No. 08LIMA226.
February 7, 2008.

 )HGRUR  


:DFK0LFKDHO0DQDJLQJ'LUHFWRU6FLHQFHDQG5HJXODWRU\$DLUV
DW%Ζ2Ȋ5HΖQWHUDJHQF\&RRSHUDWLRQ8QGHUWKH(QGDQJHUHG
Species Act; Proposed Rule; Docket No. FWS-R9-ES-2008-0093.”
Public Comment. August 3, 2009 at 3.

Biotech Ambassadors t)PXUIF644UBUF%FQBSUNFOU1SPNPUFTUIF4FFE*OEVTUSZT(MPCBM"HFOEB

17

52

57 Fed Reg. 22984. (May 29, 1992 at I).

53

21 CFR 171.1(c).

54

U.S. Senate Appropriations Committee. Hearing on the President’s FY2009 War Supplemental Request. April 30, 2009.

 /DXULWVHQ6KDURQ%RPHU([HFXWLYH9LFH3UHVLGHQWRI)RRGDQG
Agriculture at BIO. Letter to Professeur De Schutter, the UN Special Rapporteur on the Right to Food. May 29, 2009 at 14.
 Ζ$$67'Ȋ([HFXWLYH6XPPDU\RI6\QWKHVLV5HSRUWȋ$SULODW
to 9.
57

U.S. DoS. “FY 2010 biotechnology outreach strategy and department resources.” Cable No. 09STATE122732. December 1, 2009.

58

U.S. DoS. “Secretaries Clinton, Vilsack on food security on World
Food Day; Host conference call to discuss global food security,
U.S. action.” Conference call transcript. October 16, 2009.

59

Lauritsen at 6.

 7RGDWHWKH8QLWHG6WDWHVKDVRQO\DSSURYHGKHUELFLGHWROHUDQW
and insect-tolerant canola, corn, cotton and soybeans as well
DVYLUXVUHVLVWDQWVTXDVKDQGSDSD\DV)HUQDQGH]&RUQHMR
-RUJHȊ5DSLGJURZWKLQDGRSWLRQRIJHQHWLFDOO\HQJLQHHUHGFURSV
continues in U.S.” Amber Waves. Vol. 6, iss. 4. September 2008 at 6;
Ζ6$$$Ȋ%LRWHFKFURSVSRLVHGIRUVHFRQGZDYHRIJURZWKȋ>3UHVV
release]. February 11, 2009; USDA. “Petitions for Nonregulated
Status Granted or Pending by APHIS as of February 1, 2012.”
61

IAASTD. “Agriculture at a Crossroads.” Global Report. 2009 at 161.

62

Brasher, Philip. “Monsanto to test seed that might beat drought.”
Des Moines Register. May 21, 2011.

63

IAASTD (2009) at 10.

64

U.S. DoS. Cable No. 08STATE129940. December 10, 2008; Cable
No. 09STATE122732. December 1, 2009.

65

U.S. DoS. Cable No. 08STATE129940. December 10, 2008.

 86$Ζ'Ȋ3URJUHVV5HSRUW%RRVWLQJ+DUYHVWV)LJKWLQJ3RYHUW\ȋ
2012 at i, 3 and 28.
 Ȋ'HYHORSLQJFRXQWULHVIRUJHDKHDGZLWKELRWHFKFURSVȋFood
Chemical News-XO\
68

U.S. DoS. Cable No. 08STATE129940. December 10, 2008.

69

U.S. DoS. “US speaker Prof. Bruce Chassy. Program in Northern
Italy on food safety and GMOs. September 19–24, 2005.” Cable
1R0Ζ/$11RYHPEHU

 86'R6Ȋ6HQLRUDGYLVRUIRUELRWHFKQRORJ\DGYRFDWHVVFLHQFH
based regulatory framework in Egypt and Middle East.” Cable No.
06CAIRO2165. April 10, 2006.


86'R6Ȋ6ORYHQLDELRWHFKHPEDVV\KRVWVIDUPHUWRIDUPHU
URXQGWDEOHȋ&DEOH1R/-8%/-$1$6HSWHPEHU

72

U.S. DoS. “Bogota proposal for biotechnology outreach funds.”
&DEOH1R%2*27$-DQXDU\

73

U.S. DoS. “Funding request for FY2009 biotechnology outreach
and capacity building for Hong Kong & Macau.” Cable No. 09HON*.21*-DQXDU\

74

U.S. DoS. “Proposal for FY2009 biotech outreach resources.”
&DEOH1R/86$.$-DQXDU\

 86'R6&DEOH1R67$7(1RYHPEHU&DEOH
No. 08STATE129940. December 10, 2008.
76

U.S. DoS. Cable No. 08STATE129940. December 10, 2008.

77

U.S. DoS. “Maputo’s proposal for biotechnology funds.” Cable No.
0$8372-DQXDU\

78

U.S. DoS. “Biotechnology outreach projects – FY05 Yemen ProSRVDOȋ&DEOH1R6$1$$-DQXDU\

79

“First world conference on the future of science.” Umberto Veronesi
Foundation. Venice. September 21–23; U.S. DoS. Cable No. 05MI/$11RYHPEHU

80

18

Philippines Embassy to the United States, Washington, DC. “U.S.
$JUL&KLHI$PHULFDQEXVLQHVVPHQYLVLWLQJ0DQLODIRUWUDGHDQG
LQYHVWPHQWPLVVLRQȋ2FWREHU/DQG2ȇ/DNHV>3UHVVUHOHDVH@Ȋ86DJULEXVLQHVVWUDGHDQGLQYHVWPHQWPLVVLRQWR3KLOLSpines led by secretary of Agriculture Tom Vilsack, October 24–27,
ȋ1RYHPEHU86'R6Ȋ6HFUHWDU\9LOVDFNOHDGV86
DJULEXVLQHVVWUDGHDQGLQYHVWPHQWPLVVLRQWRWKH3KLOLSSLQHVȋ
&DEOH1R0$1Ζ/$1RYHPEHU

81

“Embassy sponsors conference on biotechnology, biofuels.” US
Fed News. September 7, 2007; U.S. DoS. “Prospects for biotechnolRJ\LQ6ORYDNLDLPSURYLQJȋ&DEOH1R%5$7Ζ6/$9$2FWREHU
1, 2007.

 86'R6&DEOH1R67$7(1RYHPEHU
 86'R6Ȋ3RODQGPD\DYRLG*0DQLPDOIHHGEDQȋ&DEOH1R
:$56$:-XO\Ȋ3ROLVKDJULFXOWXUHGHOHJDWLRQWR
learn about U.S. biofuels.” US Fed News. May 19, 2008; Flakiewicz,
Pawel, Natalia Koniuszewska and Kacie Fritz. USDA Foreign AgriFXOWXUH6HUYLFH )$6 Ȋ3RODQG%LRWHFKQRORJ\8SGDWHȋGAIN
Report. No. PL8029. September 22, 2008.
 86'R6Ȋ6DOYDGRULDQPLQLVWHURIDJULFXOWXUHȇV1RYHPEHU
YLVLWWRWKH86ȋ&DEOH1R6$16$/9$'251RYHPEHU
2009.
 86'R6&DEOH1R67$7(1RYHPEHU
86

U.S. DoS. Cable No. 09STATE122732. December 1, 2009.

87

Ibid.

 86'R6&DEOH1R67$7(1RYHPEHU86
DoS. “Demarche on liability and redress under the Cartagena Protocol on biosafety.” Cable No. 09STATE11910. February 10, 2009.
 2ɝFHRIWKH867UDGH5HSUHVHQWDWLYH 8675 5HSRUWRQ
Sanitary and Phytosanitary Measures. March 2011 at 21, 39, 44,
45, 64, 75 to 76, 82 and 84. The African countries include Angola,
Botswana, the Democratic Republic of the Congo, Ethiopia,
Lesotho, Madagascar, Malawi, Mauritius, Mozambique, Namibia,
Seychelles, Swaziland, Tanzania, Zambia and Zimbabwe.
 86'R6&DEOH1R67$7(1RYHPEHU&DEOH
No. 08STATE129940. December 10, 2008.


86'R6&DEOH1R67$7(1RYHPEHU



86'R6Ȋ*HQHWLFDOO\PRGLȴHGVR\EHDQVVWLOOXQGHUȴUHLQ5RPDnia.” Cable No. 06BUCHAREST574. April 5, 2006.



86'R6Ȋ'UDIW(FXDGRULDQKHDOWKODZUHTXLUHVDSSURYDODQG
ODEHOLQJRIELRWHFKIRRGȋ&DEOH1R48Ζ721RYHPEHU
2006.

94

Berry, Ian. “Monsanto Chief Cautious on Market Share. Wall Street

Journal. April 6, 2011.

 86'R6Ȋ*HUPDQ\DJULFXOWXUHJXLOWE\DVVRFLDWLRQȂJHQHWLFDOO\
HQJLQHHUHGFRUQWDUQLVKHV0RQVDQWRȇVLPDJHLQ%DYDULDȋ&DEOH
1R081Ζ&+1RYHPEHU
 86'R6Ȋ7KHIXWXUHRI*02VLQ6ORYDNLDȋ&DEOH1R
05BRATISLAVA412. May 27, 2005.
97

U.S. DoS. “Spain’s biotech crop under threat.” Cable No. 09MADRID482. May 19, 2009.

 86'R6Ȋ6HQLRUDGYLVRUIRUDJULFXOWXUDOELRWHFKQRORJ\DGYRFDWHV
science-based regulatory framework in Egypt and Middle East.”
Cable No. 06CAIRO2165. April 10, 2006.
99

U.S. DoS. “Monsanto Argentina president on seed royalty issue.”
Cable No. 08BUENOSAIRES1153. August 15, 2008.

 86'R6&DEOH1R35(725Ζ$-XQH
 86'HSDUWPHQWRI-XVWLFH>3UHVVUHOHDVH@Ȋ0RQVDQWRFRPSDQ\
FKDUJHGZLWKEULELQJΖQGRQHVLDQJRYHUQPHQWRɝFLDO3URVHFXWLRQ
GHIHUUHGIRUWKUHH\HDUVȋ-DQXDU\
102 Ibid.
 %DUOHWW'RQDOG/DQG-DPHV%6WHHOHȊ0RQVDQWRȇVKDUYHVWRI
fear.” Vanity Fair. May 2008.
 86'R6Ȋ8NUDLQHVSHFLDOSRVWLQSXWȋ&DEOH1R
07KYIV449. February 22, 2007.
105 U.S. DoS. “Burkina Faso Seeks to Win Back Title as Africa’s Top
&RWWRQ3URGXFHUȋ28*$'28*28-XO\
 %DOFK2OLYHUȊ6HHGVRIGLVSXWHȋThe Guardian (U.K.). February 22,
2006.
 Ȋ$UJHQWLQDȴQGVDQGGHVWUR\VLOOHJDO*0VHHGVȋReuters (Buenos
Aires). May 9, 2001.
108 Balch (2006).
 Ȋ$UJHQWLQD0RQVDQWREDFNWRQHJRWLDWLRQVRQ55UR\DOWLHVFROlecting.” South American Business Information in El Clarin. April 14,
86'R6Ȋ$UJHQWLQDȇVVSHFLDOUHYLHZȋ&DEOH1R
07BUENOSAIRES335. February 21, 2007.

Food & Water Europe tGPPEBOEXBUFSFVSPQFPSH

110 Smith, Tony. “Monsanto halts some Argentine seed sales.” International Herald Tribune-DQXDU\6LVVHOO.DUDȊ0RQVDQWR
ȴOHVVXLWWREORFN$UJHQWLQHH[SRUWVWR(8ȋChemical Week-XO\
2005; Bertello, Fernando. “Monsanto reclama que se respete la
propiedad intellectual.” La Nación-DQXDU\
111 U.S. DoS. “Minister Miceli discusses economic policy and Latin
$PHULFDQGHYHORSPHQWZLWK$66KDQQRQȋ&DEOH1R%8(126$Ζ5(6-DQXDU\
112 U.S. DoS. “Economic Minister on Mercosur Summit and commerFLDODGYRFDF\FDVHVȋ&DEOH1R%8(126$Ζ5(6-DQXDU\
2007.
113 U.S. DoS. Cable No. 07BUENOSAIRES335. February 21, 2007.
114 U.S. DoS. Cable No. 08BUENOSAIRES1153. August 15, 2008.
115 Ibid.
116 Bronstein, Hugh. “Monsanto signs royalty deals with Argentine
farmers.” Reuters %XHQRV$LUHV -XQH

$QQXDOȋ-XO\0RXVD+XVVHLQ86'$)$6*OREDO
Agriculture Information Network. “Saudi Arabia, Agricultural
Biotechnology Annual, Saudi Arabia Agricultural Biotechnology
ȋ-XO\DW
 86'R6Ȋ860DOD\VLD)7$HQFRXUDJLQJVLJQDOVȋ&DEOH1R
08KUALALUMPUR372. May 13, 2008; U.S. DoS. “Vietnam’s NationDO$VVHPEO\VHVVLRQVKRZVLQFUHDVLQJEXWVWLOOOLPLWHGLQȵXHQFHȋ
Cable No. 09HANOI1392. December 18, 2009.
 86'R6&DEOH1R+21*.21*-DQXDU\
138 Ibid.
139 Yuen, Caroline. USDA FAS. “Consumer Council renews call for
labeling of GM products.” GAIN Report. October 4, 2011 at 2.
 86'R6Ȋ6RXWK$IULFDQHQYLURQPHQWVFLHQFHDQGWHFKQRORJ\
PRQWKO\EULHȴQJV-XQHȋ&DEOH1R35(725Ζ$-XO\
3, 2008; U.S. DoS. “South Africa’s response to CCFL demarche.”
Cable No. 09PRETORIA884. May 4, 2009.

 86'R6Ȋ6HQLRU'26DJULFXOWXUDOELRWHFKDGYLVRU6SLUQDNȇVWULS
WR3RODQGȃ0D\Ȃȋ&DEOH1R:$56$:-XQH

141 U.S. DoS. “Brazil/US congress-to-congress outreach strategy.”
Cable No. 05BRASILIA1407. May 25, 2005.

 Ȋ$6$SOD\VNH\UROHLQSURWHFWLQJ86VR\H[SRUWVWR(XURSHȋ
States News Service. September 11, 2008.

 Ζ$$67'Ȋ([HFXWLYH6XPPDU\RI6\QWKHVLV5HSRUWȋ$SULODW
to 9.

 86'R6&DEOH1R:$56$:-XQH

 Ȋ.HQ\D7KH*0GHEDWHLVPRUHWKDQDERXWELRVDIHW\ȋNairobi Star.
May 11, 2012.

120 U.S. DoS. “Draft national trade estimate report.” Cable No. 08AN.$5$1RYHPEHU86'R6Ȋ'UDIWELRWHFKUHJXODWLRQFRXOGGLVUXSWPRUHWKDQELOOLRQLQ86H[SRUWVȋ&DEOH1R
09ANKARA1473. October 13, 2009.

144 ISAAA. ISAAA Brief 39-2008. “Global Status of Commercialized
%LRWHFK*0&URSV7KH)LUVW7KLUWHHQ<HDUVWRȋ
)HEUXDU\DW([HFXWLYH6XPPDU\

 86'R6Ȋ1LFDUDJXD1*2DWWHPSWVWRDGYDQFHDQWLELRWHFKQRORJ\DJHQGDȋ&DEOH1R0$1$*8$1RYHPEHU

 Ζ6$$$>3UHVVUHOHDVH@Ȋ%LRWHFKFURSVSRLVHGIRUVHFRQGZDYHRI
JURZWK3ROLWLFDOZLOOVWUHQJWKHQVJOREDOO\ȋ)HEUXDU\

122 U.S. DoS. “Biotech cropping up again in Thailand.” Cable No.
07BANGKOK4513. August 21, 2007.
 86'R6Ȋ)<IXQGVDYDLODEOHIRUELRWHFKQRORJ\RXWUHDFK
ȂSURSRVDOLPSOHPHQWLQJWKH&DUWDJHQD3URWRFROȋ&DEOH1R
&$Ζ52-DQXDU\
124 U.S. DoS. “France agricultural biotech outreach proposal.” Cable
No. 08PARIS2328. December 24, 2008.
125 ISAAA (2013).
 86'R6Ȋ6XUYH\LPSDFWRIULVLQJIRRGDJULFXOWXUDOFRPPRGLW\
prices.” Cable No. 08MADRID489. April 30, 2008.
127 U.S. DoS. “Biotechnology outreach project for Romania.” Cable
1R%8&+$5(67-DQXDU\
 86'R6Ȋ5RPDQLDVXFFHVVIXOELRWHFKRXWUHDFKWRQHZJRYHUQPHQWRɝFLDOVȋ&DEOH1R%8&+$5(67$SULO
 86'R6Ȋ%XOJDULD)<ELRWHFKQRORJ\RXWUHDFKVWUDWHJ\ȋ
&DEOH1R62)Ζ$-DQXDU\
 86'R6Ȋ%XOJDULDWRVXSSRUWYRWHRQELRWHFKFRUQFRWWRQDQG
soybeans.” Cable No. 08SOFIA91. February 12, 2008.
131 U.S. DoS. “Czech Republic supports EU biotech food proposal.”
Cable No. 07PRAGUE415. April 17, 2007.
 86'R6Ȋ7KHSOLJKWRI021SROLWLFVWUXPSVVFLHQFHLQWKH
EU.” Cable No. 09BRUSSELS566. April 16, 2009.
133 USTR (2011) at 21.
134 European Parliament and Council. Regulation (EC) No. 1829/2003
at Article 12.2.
135 Sato, Suguro. USDA FAS, Global Agriculture Information Network.
Ȋ-DSDQ%LRWHFKQRORJ\$QQXDO5HSRUWȋ6HSWHPEHU
DW/DJRV-RVKXD(PPDQXHODQG:X%XJDQJ86'$)$6*OREDO
Agriculture Information Network. “China-People’s Republic of,
%LRWHFKQRORJ\Ȃ*(3ODQWVDQG$QLPDOV$QQXDOȋ-DQXDU\
28, 2011 at 6; Crothers, Linda. USDA FAS, Global Agriculture
Information Network. “Australia, Biotechnology – GE Plants and
$QLPDOV$JULFXOWXUDO%LRWHFKQRORJ\5HSRUWȋ-XO\
DW/HH-RQHV'DYLG86'$)$6*OREDO$JULFXOWXUHΖQIRUPDWLRQ
Network. “New Zealand, Biotechnology – GE Plants and Animals,
$QQXDO8SGDWHIRU%LRWHFKQRORJ\LQ$JULFXOWXUHȋ-XO\DW
8; Chung, Seung Ah. USDA FAS, Global Agriculture Information
Network. “Korea-Republic of, Biotechnology – GE Plants and Animals Biotechnology Annual Report 2010.” December 22, 2010 at 8;
6LOYD-RDR)86'$)$6*OREDO$JULFXOWXUHΖQIRUPDWLRQ1HWZRUN
Ȋ%UD]LO$JULFXOWXUDO%LRWHFKQRORJ\$QQXDOȋ-XO\DW
9DVVLOLHYD<HOHQD86'$)$6*OREDO$JULFXOWXUHΖQIRUPDWLRQ
Network. “Russian Federation, Agricultural Biotechnology Annual,

146 USDA FAS. [Press release]. “USAID announces international bioWHFKFROODERUDWLRQȋ-XQH
147 “West African states hold talks in Mali on agricultural output.”
Radio Ghana-XQH
 86'R6Ȋ%UD]LO67$6'U1LQD)HGRURSURPRWHVVFLHQFHDQG
technology cooperation, particularly with biotechnology.” Cable
No. 09BRASILIA1414. December 7, 2009.
 86$Ζ'Ȋ3URJUHVV5HSRUW%RRVWLQJ+DUYHVWV)LJKWLQJ3RYHUW\ȋ
October 2012 at i, 3 and 28.
150 “DuPont hails corn partnership in sub-Saharan Africa.” Food Chemical News. February 18, 2010.
151 “Seed giants plan projects to aid Africa.” Des Moines Register. February 18, 2010.
152 Des Moines Register (February 18, 2010); Vaidyanathan, Gayathri.
Ȋ$JULFXOWXUH$VHDUFKIRUUHJXODWRUVDQGDURDGPDSWRGHOLYHU
GM crops to Third World farmers.” E&E News. March 31, 2010.
153 ISAAA (2013).
 %UDVKHU3KLOLSȊ.HQ\D7HVWLQJJURXQGIRU*02VȋThe Pulitzer
Center1RYHPEHU
155 Clinton, Hillary. Remarks at the Kenya Agricultural Research Institute. August 5, 2009.
 +DUVK0DWWKHZȊ)RUPDODQGLQIRUPDOJRYHUQDQFHRIDJULFXOWXUDO
ELRWHFKQRORJ\LQ.HQ\DSDUWLFLSDWLRQDQGDFFRXQWDELOLW\LQFRQWURYHUV\VXUURXQGLQJWKHGUDIWELRVDIHW\ELOOȋ Journal of International Development. 2005 at 662.
 Ȋ.HQ\DJRYWZDQWVWRLPSRVH*02VȆE\IRUFHȇȋThe East African.
2FWREHU+DUVK  Ȋ.HQ\DȴUPWRGHYHORSGURXJKW
resistant maize.” Africa News – The Nation. March 20, 2008.
 $OOHQ:LOOLDPȊ.HQ\DQ0RQVDQWRMRLQWRȴJKWKXQJHUWU\LQJWR
make sweet potatoes resist disease.” St. Louis Post-Dispatch. September 6, 1992; “Monsanto Failure.” New Scientist. February 7, 2004
at 7.
159 New Scientist (2004); Gathura, Gatonye. “GM Technology Fails
Local Potatoes.” Daily Nation (Kenya)-DQXDU\0ZDQJD
520HWDOȊ5HOHDVHRIVL[VZHHWSRWDWRFXOWLYDUV Ȇ1$6327ȇ
WRȆ1$6327ȇ LQ8JDQGDȋ Horticulture Science9ROQR-XQH
2003 at 475.
 &ODSS6WHSKHQȊ&DVVDYDJHQRPHSURMHFWVWLUVFRQWURYHUV\LQ
Africa; Biotechnology.” Food Chemical News. Vol. 48, no. 33. September 25, 2006; Monsanto Fund. Global Contributions Report. 2006
and 2007 at 13.
161 Wambugu, Florence. Council for Biotechnology Information. “The
XQWROGVXFFHVVRI.HQ\DȇV*(VZHHWSRWDWRȋ-XQH

Biotech Ambassadors t)PXUIF644UBUF%FQBSUNFOU1SPNPUFTUIF4FFE*OEVTUSZT(MPCBM"HFOEB

19

 Ȋ.HQ\DQVSURWHVWRYHU*(PDL]HLPSRUWVȋ%%&1HZV-XO\
*XUDFKD.RQFKRUDȊ)DUPHUVRSSRVHJHQHWLFDOO\PRGLȴHGIRRGV
bill.” East African Standard. December 20, 2004.
163 “International briefs.” Food Chemical News-DQXDU\

185 U.S. DoS. “Nigeria-funding request for FY09 biotechnology outUHDFKȋ&DEOH1R$%8-$-DQXDU\
 86'R6&DEOH1R/$*26-DQXDU\86'R6
Ȋ$JELRWHFKRXWUHDFKSURSRVDOIRU1LJHULDȋ&DEOH1R$%8-$
-DQXDU\

164 International Food Policy Research Institute (IFPRI). Program for
%LRVDIHW\6\VWHPV )DFWVKHHW Ȋ.HQ\D3%6KHOSVVHWWKHVWDJH
for Biosafety Legislation.” September 2009; U.S. DoS. “Cautious
.HQ\DȴQDOO\HQDFWVORQJDZDLWHGELRVDIHW\DFWRIȋ&DEOH
No. 09NAIROBI496. March 11, 2009.

187 “Nigeria; Paucity of funds bane of biotechnology.” Daily Trust
$EXMD )HEUXDU\'DYLG0LFKDHO86'$)$6Ȋ1LJHULDȂ
$JULFXOWXUDO%LRWHFKQRORJ\$QQXDO5HSRUWȋ-XQHDWWR
7.

 86'R6Ȋ$JPLQLVWHU5XWRYRZVWRUHPRYHGXWLHVRQZKHDWLQ
meeting with Ambassador Ranneberger.” Cable No. 08NAIROBI1336. May 28, 2008.

188 U.S. DoS. “The Nigerian National Assembly holds public hearing
RQDJULFXOWXUDOELRWHFKQRORJ\ȋ&DEOH1R$%8-$'HFHPber 23, 2009.

 &ODSS6WHSKHQȊ.HQ\DPRYHVFORVHUWRELRWHFKȋFood Chemical
News. October 27, 2008.

 'DYLG  

 Ȋ.HQ\DDSSURYHVORQJDZDLWHGELRVDIHW\ODZȋFood Chemical News.
December 17, 2008; “International briefs.” Food Chemical News.
February 23, 2009.

 Ȋ1LJHULD1LJHULDFDQȇWDRUGWRQHJOHFWELRWHFKQRORJ\LQDJULF
H[SHUWVȋAfrica News-Vanguard /DJRV -DQXDU\

168 Clapp, Stephen. “Kenya plans to release biotech guidelines by
end of May.” Food Chemical News. March 11, 2011; “Biotechnology
briefs.” Food Chemical News-XO\

191 Coghlan, Andy. “EU to Permit new GM crops.” New Scientist.
2FWREHU(XURSHDQ&RXQFLORI(QYLURQPHQWDO0LQLVWHUV
'HFODUDWLRQV5HJDUGLQJWKH3URSRVDOWR$PHQG'LUHFWLYH
((&RQ*HQHWLFDOO\0RGLȴHG2UJDQLVPVWK&RXQFLO0HHWLQJ
& -XQHȂDW

169 “Biotechnology briefs.” Food Chemical News. September 7, 2012.

 (XURSHDQ&RXQFLORI(QYLURQPHQWDO0LQLVWHUV  DWWR

170 “Biotechnology briefs.” Food Chemical News. April 13, 2012; “Biotechnology briefs.” Food Chemical News-XQH

193 Allgeier, Peter and Susan Schwab. Deputy U.S. Trade RepresentaWLYHV:RUOG7UDGH2UJDQL]DWLRQ :72 0LQLVWHULDOSUHVVFRQIHUence transcript. December 17, 2005.

171 “Rat study gains traction with biotech friendly countries, despite
EFSA rejection.” Food Chemical News. December 7, 2012; WillLQJKDP(PLO\Ȋ6HUDOLQLSDSHULQȵXHQFHV.HQ\DEDQRI*02
imports.” Forbes. December 9, 2012.
172 Ashitey, Elmasoeur. USDA FAS. “Ghana Agricultural BiotechnolRJ\$QQXDO5HSRUWȋ-XQH86'R6Ȋ2ɝFLDOȂLQIRUPDOȋ
Cable No. 04ACCRA2402. December 9, 2004
 86'R6Ȋ*KDQDUHTXHVWIRUIXQGVIRUELRWHFKQRORJ\RXWUHDFK
SURJUDPVȋ&DEOH1R$&&5$-DQXDU\
174 U.S. DoS. “Ambassador meets with minister of food and agriculture.” Cable No. 05ACCRA2583. December 20, 2005; U.S. DoS.
Ȋ*KDQDHFRQRPLFKLJKOLJKWVȂ-XQH-XO\ȋ&DEOH1R$&&5$-XO\
 86'R6&DEOH1R$&&5$-XO\
176 U.S. DoS. “Third ECOWAS ministerial conference on biotechnolRJ\DGRSWLRQRIWKHȂDFWLRQSODQIRUPHHWLQJWKHFKDOlenges of biotechnology and biosafety. Cable No. 07ACCRA838.
April 17, 2007.
177 U.S. DoS. “Ghana’s 2010 trade estimate report.” Cable No. 09ACCRA1292. December 7, 2009.

 :72(XURSHDQ&RPPXQLWLHVȂ0HDVXUHV$HFWLQJWKH$SSURYDO
and Marketing of Biotech Products.” Report of the Panel. WT/
DS291/R, WT/DS292/R, WT/DS293/R. September 29, 2006 at 1068.
195 Ibid. at 1069.
 :72Ȋ(XURSHDQ&RPPXQLWLHVȂ0HDVXUHV$HFWLQJWKH$SSURYDO
DQG0DUNHWLQJRI%LRWHFK3URGXFWV1RWLȴFDWLRQRID0XWXDOO\
Agreed Solution.” WT/DS293/41. March 23, 2010; WTO. “European
&RPPXQLWLHVȂ0HDVXUHV$HFWLQJWKH$SSURYDODQG0DUNHWLQJ
RI%LRWHFK3URGXFWV1RWLȴFDWLRQRID0XWXDOO\$JUHHG6ROXWLRQȋ
:7'6-XO\:72Ȋ(XURSHDQ&RPPXQLWLHVȂ0HDVXUHV$HFWLQJWKH$SSURYDODQG0DUNHWLQJRI%LRWHFK3URGXFWV
Status Report by the European Union Addendum.” WT/DS291/37/
Add.39. April 11, 2011.
197 U.S. DoS. Cable No. 08STATE129940. December 10, 2008.
198 U.S. DoS. “Sanctions on EU products due to hormone-beef ban.”
Cable No. 08PARIS2317. December 23, 2008; U.S. DoS. “Dr. Nina
)HGRURSUHVHQWVWKHFDVHIRUELRWHFKWR)UHQFKȋ&DEOH1R
09PARIS466. March 30, 2009.
199 U.S. DoS. Cable No. 08STATE129940. December 10, 2008.

181 U.S. DoS. “Nigeria not likely to support OAU draft biosafety law.”
&DEOH1R$%8-$-XO\

200 See IAASTD. “African farming fails to reach potential.” April 15,
2008; Badgley, Catherine et al. “Organic agriculture and the global
food supply.” Renewable Agriculture and Food Systems.-XQH
3UHWW\-1HWDOȊ5HVRXUFH&RQVHUYLQJ$JULFXOWXUHΖQFUHDVHV
<LHOGVLQ'HYHORSLQJ&RXQWULHVȋEnvironmental Science and Technology. Vol. 40, iss. 4. 2006 at 1114; Gatsby Charitable Foundation.
Ȋ7KH4XLHW5HYROXWLRQ3XVK3XOO7HFKQRORJ\DQGWKH$IULFDQ
Farmer.” April 2005 at 1 and 23.

 86'R6Ȋ1LJHULDPLVVLRQKROGVVXFFHVVIXORXWUHDFKRQELRWHFKȋ
&DEOH1R$%8-$6HSWHPEHU

 6HH6KDQH6FRWWDQG$QGUHZ:/HKUHQȊ/HDNHGFDEOHVRHUUDZ
look at U.S. diplomacy.” New York Times1RYHPEHU

183 Mbachu, Dulue. “At summit of the powerful, African Americans
confront their origins.” Associated Press-XO\86'R6
Ȋ7KH$EXMD6XOOLYDQ6XPPLWZDVDVXFFHVVȋ&DEOH1R$%8-$$XJXVW

 %RUJHU-XOLDQDQG'DYLG/HLJKȊ6LSUQHWZKHUH$PHULFDVWRUHVLWV
secret cables.” The Guardian 8. 1RYHPEHU

178 Ashitey (2012).
 Ȋ*KDQDΖ&*(%UHFHLYHVJUDQWWRH[SDQGELRVDIHW\V\VWHPVȋGhanaian Chronicle $FFUD 1RYHPEHU
 Ȋ*KDQDWZRPLQLVWULHVLQFRXUWRYHU*02VȋPublic Agenda (Accra).
March 9, 2012.

184 U.S. DoS. “Nigeria outreach agricultural biotech proposal.” Cable
1R/$*26-DQXDU\

20

202 “Wikileaks.” New York Times. August 16, 2012.

204 Roberts (2011); U.S. Senate Committee on Homeland Security and
*RYHUQPHQW$DLUV  

Food & Water Europe tGPPEBOEXBUFSFVSPQFPSH

Food & Water Europe
Food & Water Europe

Rue d’Edimbourg, 26
1050 Bruxelles
Belgium
europe@fwwatch.org
www.foodandwatereurope.org

FOOD & WATER EUROPE IS A PROGRAM OF

